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Access 2007

New Features and SharePoint Integration Capabilities

No member of the traditional Microsoft Office suite of products has benefited more from
new SharePoint integration capabilities than Access 20@W SharePoint integration
abilitiesmake an entirely new type of solutiongstble where Access 2007 serassa
desktop clientor informationand workflows stored on a SharePoint server. These
Access/SharePoint solutions will be easy to buifter a wide range of desktop and
browser functionality, and provide powerful efine capabilities. Deploying Access

2007 as the frorend for SharePoint 2007 data will solve several fundamental problems
that have limited the use of Access over the years. Hefelareey issues with the

older \ersions of Access:

1. Access data was distributed in many different, and often inappropriate, locations
throughout the organization. Access databases are found on laptops, desktop
PC6s, and corporate file shares without a

2. Access databasdraditionally suffered from poor performance when udsed
multi-user applications. It was a desktop product simply not designehat
purpose.Large Access applications had to bewtten to use a baeknd
database like SQL Server.

3. Nowebbased browser support. There was no easy way to share Access
information on the web with the older versions.

4. Deployment was difficult.If AccessDatabases needed to be deployed on many
di fferent PCO0s, it was oft eapreess.i me consu

Access 200BharePoint integration features that address tksges

1 Link to SharePoint Lists with Immediate Row-Level Synchronization
Access 2003 could linto SharePoinlists as linked tablegut the connection
suffered from poor pesfmance and required that the user manually synchronize
data. Access 2007 has dramatically improved integratitnbetter
performance and automatic rdewvel synchronization. SharePolist items are
updated immediately after an Access 2007 usertapdarow in an Access table
that is linked to a SharePoiligt. Better performance and automéaiicarePoint
list updatesnakepossiblea whole new class of hybrid SharePoint/Access 2007
business process automatewiutions.

1 Support for Workflow, Auditing, and Security. SharePoint 2007 provides
collaboration capabilities for SharePoint lists including workflow, change
auditing, and item level securitysharePoint security, auditing, and workflow
still apply to lists that are linked as Access ¢abl Developers or information
workers have the ability to create solutions that benefit from the desktop features
of Access 200and the server based features of MOSS 2007.

1 Move Entire Access Applications into SharePoint Access 2007 is capable of
creatng SharePoint lists and comes with an easy to use process to migrate a
complete Access 20@blutionto a SharePoint site. During this process, Access
2007 tables are converted to SharePoint #istithe data is uploadedAccess
2007 then creates linlldables pointing to the newly created SharePoint lists
Existing Access 2007 Forms, Repodrd Queriesire modified to use the linked
tables.
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1 Most Effective Toolfor SharePoint Reporting SharePoint does not have a
dedicated reporting module. ShargRoelies on Microsoft Office products for
reporting, printing, and analysis activities. While SharePoint data can be
presented in all Office 2007 products, Access 2007 has the most robust reporting
capabilities. Access 2007 quickly and easily links tha@ePoint lists.

1 Quickly Create Access 200Desktop Forms for SharePoint Access 20076

ability to link to and update SharePoint lists allow Access 2007 forms to work just
like Access forms connected to regular tables. Access 2007usasfaendly

form development enronment capable of creating featureh forms.

Developers or information workers can create Access 2007 formsaovithlex
validation rules, paresthild relationships, and business process logic.

1 Take SharePoint Lists OffLine. Access 2007 has the ability to take SharePoint
lists off-line, but still allow Access 2007 usersread and update SharePoint data
while disconnected from the network. Access 2007 queues the updates while off
line. When a network connection is availgbAccess 2007 can reconnect to
SharePoint and apply the queued updatesess 2007 can serve as the
foundation for ShaePointAccess 2007 solutions that are fully functional even
while off-line.

Ability to Support Process Automation and Offline Goals

Access 200providesan important new tool to suppaat mobile workforcehat isoften

off-ine. Access i s not new, lbpddate ShaePanslisesxd 007 6 s
function while disconnected from the network chatpe nature of this productt

shauld now be viewed aanideal desktop client for MOSS 20@here oftline

capabilities are needed

Access has always offered quick, eeffective solutions to business problems.
SharePoint 200@rovides an enterprisgass,scalableand secureollaboration platform.
MOSS 2007 andccess 200Together will giveyour organizatiora business process
automation platform that offers the best of both worlds; rapiiesmsy development with
Accessand enterpriseentralizatiorwith SharePoint.

Examples

Several examples of Access 2007 and SharePoint working together are provided below:
Figurel* Screenshot of the wizard that moves Access 2007 to SharePoint
Figure2* Contacts and Issues linked tables

Figure3* Contacts and Issues SharePaiists

Figure4* Issues can be created in SharePoint or Access 2007

Figure5 Taking an Access 2007/SharePoint solutiorliog

Figure6 Reconnecting\ccess 2007 to SharePoint &aghchronizing
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*Figuresl, 2, 3, and4 were provided by Microsafts wh i tMeEROPORT® ORFICE
PROGRAMS AND SHARE POINT ® PRODUCTS AND TECHNOLOGIES INTEGRATION T FAIR,
Goob, BETTER, BEsT referenced in Appendix A.
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Figure 1 - Move an Access 200Application to SharePoint

Figure 2 - SharePoint Lists as Linked Tables in Access 2007



